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REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The Museum of the Academy continues in its usual condition, 
and the .more perishable departments are in a fair state of preser- 
vation. While several remain in a state of comparative confusion, 
others are in an advanced condition of arrangement. The con- 
chological cabinet, which now numbers upwards of 21,000 species, 
is reported to have nearly one-half of the collection systematically 
arranged and properly labelled. 

Mr. James A. Ogden, one of the members of the ornithological 
committee, informs us that during the past year, the entire collec- 
tion of birds has been carefully examined, and those which were 
found infested were submitted to the heating process. He also 
assures us that the collection is now in good order. Further, 
several families have been arranged, and about 1400 specimens 
labelled. 

Several hundred duplicate bird skins were presented to the 
Chicago Academy of Sciences, according to a special vote of our 
Academy. 

The donations and additions to the collections and Museum of 
the Academy during the year are as follows: — 

Mammals. — The skeleton of a Whale, Megaptera bellicosa, Cope, 
from St. Barts, W. I., was presented by Wm. S. Vaux, and I. Lea. 
Dr. Ruschenberger presented a skull, a skeleton, and a mounted 
skin of a Japan Dog. Dr. H. Rand presented four skulls of 
Monkej's, and Dr. H. C. Chapman, the skull of a very old Horse. 
Several mammal skins from the West Coast were presented by 
George Davidson. 

Birds — Mr. James A. Ogden, of the ornithological committee, 
submits to us the following list of donations: — 

Skins of Haliaetus leucocephalus, two Mormon cirrhata, two 
Hsematopus niger, H. palliatus, and Mergulus Cassinii, from the 
West Coast of North America, presented by George Davidson. 

Ardea ludoviciana, Larus argentatus, and Mergulus alle, from 
North Carolina, presented by Dr. H. C. Yarrow, U.S.A. 

Pelecanus fuscus and two Querquedula discors, from St. Martins, 
W. I., presented by Dr. R. E. Van Riggorsma. 

Eight species of birds, from San Domingo, presented by Wm. 
M. Gabb. 
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Aii albino Pipilo erylhrophthalmus, from Georgia, presented by 
Bayard King. 

Three skins of Sturnus vulgaris, two Lanius rufus, Cinclus 
aquaticus, two Sitta europsea, Chrysomitris pinus, Mecistura 
caudatq, Parus atee, Muscicapa griseola, Passer montana Frin- 
gilla montifringilla, F. coilebs, Coccothraustes vulgaris, three 
Erythraca familiaris, Eegulus cristatus, from Switzerland, and 
Troglodytes aedon from this State. Presented by the ornithological 
committee. 

Ten nests with eggs, from Illinois, presented by Mrs. Wm. 
Turner. 

Beptiles and FMies Small collections of reptiles were pre- 
sented as follows: From Central America, by George Davidson; 
ten species, from Florida, by T. J. Kochersperger ; and from 
Wyoming Territory, by Dr. Leidy. A collection of reptiles and 
fishes, from St. Domingo, was presented by Wm. M. Gabb. 

A flying fish, Exocetus obtusirostris, from off the Cape de Verd 
Island, was presented by Dr. A. L. Gihon, U.S.A. One species of 
fish from the Raritan River, was presented by A. H. Smith, and 
one from Michigan, by J. V. Lemoyne. 

Osteological and Ethnological Specime7is. — A male and female 
skeleton of Indians, from a mound on San Miguel Island, the 
most western of the St. Barbara Islands, were presented by 
George Davidson. An Indian skull, together with fragments of 
pottery and stone implements, from the vicinity of a shell mound 
at Cedar Keys, Florida, were presented by H. J. Smith. An 
Indian skull, from a mound near Melton, Indiana, was presented 
by Clarence S. Bement. A collection of flint chips, from Crow 
Creek, Wyoming, was presented b}*- E. L. Berthoud, and an 
antique pestle, from Gloucester, N. J., by Joseph S. Lodge. 

Invertebrates. — The special donations and additions to the 
conchological cabinet, will be given in the Report of the Con- 
servator of the Conchological Section. A collection, from Santa 
Barbara, California, was presented by George Davidson. A col- 
lection of crustaceans, corals, gorgonias, and sponges, from St. 
Domingo, by William M. Gabb. A collection of shells, star- 
fishes, and corals, from North Carolina, by Dr. H. 0. Yarrow, 
U.S.A. Several Cirrhipeds, and Holothurians, from the Isle of 
Shoals, by Mrs. C. Pennock. A huge Lobster, from our coast, by 
G. W. Bugbee. A Scorpion and a Mygale, from Florida, by T. 
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J. Kochersperger ; and specimens of the seventeen year Locust, 
by S. L. McAllister. 

Fossils. — A large collection of remains of mammals and reptiles, 
from the Bridger Tertiary formation of Wyoming Territory, has 
been presented by Dr. J. Van A. Carter and Dr. Joseph K. Corson, 
U.S.A. Among these are the types of the species described or 
noticed by the writer in the present volume of the Proceedings. 
The fine specimen of a Turtle, from the same locality, described 
under the name of Baptemys wyonringensis, has likewise been 
obtained for the Academy through exchange. A nearly complete 
plastron of the Testudo Corsoni from the. same locality was pre- 
sented by Mrs. Dr. J. Van A. Carter. A fine dorsal shield of 
Trionyx uintaensis, was likewise presented by Major Robert S. 
La Motte, commander at Fort Bridger. Another rich collection 
of fossils, presented to the Academy during this year, consist's of 
350 species of mollusks, from Santa Domingo, received from our 
generous fellow-member and able geologist, William M. Gabb, on 
condition that he shall have the privilege of withdrawing the 
specimens for study if necessary. Mr. Gabb has also presented 
seven species of fossil shark teeth from St. Domingo; a mass of 
stalagmite with shells, from the cave of San Lorenzo, St. Domingo ; 
and several fossil foot-prints in redshale, from the valley of the 
Little Schuylkill River. 

The following collections were also presented: Twenty -two 
species of fossil mollusks, corals, and crinoids, from the carboni- 
ferous limestone of England, a vertebra of Ichthyosaurus, and six 
do. of Plesioasaurus, from the Lias of England, by Clarence S. 
Bement. Dicotyledinons leaves in red sandstone from the creta- 
ceous formation near Fort Darker, Kansas, from Dr. B. E. Fryer, 
U.S.A. 

Fresh-water shells, from Crow Creek, Wyoming, from E. L. 
Berthoud. Jaw fragment of Eschrichtius Davidsonii, Cope, from 
San Diego, Cal., from George Davidson. 

Two vertebrae of Macrosaurus, a tooth and three coossified ver- 
tebras of Mosasaurus, and a fragment of a large limb bone, from 
the marl of Woodstown, N. J., from S. Shortledge, of Kennett 
Square, Chester County, Peun. Two species of fossil fishes, from 
Verona, Italy, from Mr. Harrison. 

In addition, Dr. Thomas N. Penrose, U.S.N., presented a large 
slab of stone with a section of an Orthoceratite mounted as a 
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screen, and well-illustrating the chambered arrangement of the 
shell. 

Plants, — Mr. Thomas Meehan presented two hundred species 
of plants, from Colorado, and the fruit of Larix leptolepis, of 
Japan. Dr. George Englemann, of St. Louis, presented seven 
species of Lemna, from the vicinity of Mexico. Mr. John B. King 
presented a small collection of Cuban mosses. Dr. Leidy pre- 
sented a collection of plants from Wyoming. Several specimens 
were presented by C. W. Zuremba and T. H. Streets. 

Minerals. — The following specimens were presented: — 

Realgar and euchroite, from Hungary; fluor, Hartz; erythrite, 
Saxony; calcite, Cornwall, E.; willemite, jeffersonite, and two 
calamines, Fi*anklin, N. J.; Allanite, Orange Co.; and three brown 
tourmalines, St. Lawrence County, N. Y.; cuprite, Cornwall, E., 
from Clarence S. Bement. 

A fine large apophyllite with stilbite, from Poonah, Hindostan, 
from Wm. S. Vaux. 

A fine large amethyst with fluor, from Thunder Bay, L. S., from 
E. W. Clark. 

Phlogopite, scapolite, hornblende, New York; cummingtonite 
and zoisite, Ducktown, Polk County, Tenn.; massive chrysolite, 
and corundum, Franklin, Macon County, N. C, from Joseph 
Willcox. 

A fine large crystallized jeffersonite, from Franklin, N. J., from 
Joseph Willcox and S. B. Howell. 

Zincite, Franklin, and hornblende, Andover, N. J., from S. B. 
Howell. 

Group of muscovite crystals, from Chester County, from I. Lea. 
Corundum with talcose schist, from TJnionville, Chester County, 
from George Ball. Stilbite, from Frankford, from John Bartlet. 
Floatstone, from Oregon, from E. Goldsmith. Two cannel coals, 
from West Virginia, from B. S. Lyman. 

By purchase and exchange there were also obtained ruby and 
sapphire corundum, from Macon County, N. C; corundum with 
chlorite, crystallized red copper, and bournonite. 

The Curators regret to state, that during the past year several 
valuable minerals have been stolen from the Museum. It may be 
added that in consequence of the present great extent of the latter, 
and the want of proper labelling and numbering, with a catalogue 
of the collections, we are unable in many instances, to discover 
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depredations and their extent. It is to be hoped that in a short 
time the Academy will feel the importance of appointing a paid 
curator and assistants, whose duty it shall be as early as possible, 
to put the Museum in complete order of arrangement, to number 
all its specimens, and prepare a cat alogue of the same. 
Respectfully submitted by 

Joseph Leidy, 
Chairman of Curators. 



REPORT OP THE BOTANICAL COMMITTEE. 

To the President and Members of the Academy: — 

The Committee on Botany respectfully report, that during the 
year good collections of plants have been contributed by Dr. 
Gibbons from California, T. Meehan from Colorado and Western 
Kansas, Prof. Davidson from California, Dr. Leidy from the Uinta 
Mountains, and Professor Asa Gray, a large package chiefly of 
tropical rubiaceas. The American plants have added largely to 
the value of the herbarium, in regard to botanical geography, and 
by furnishing specimens in varying conditions of growth, besides 
in a few cases adding to the number of species in the already 
pretty full collection. 

The Committee are desirous of bringing the general herbarium 
nearer completeness. In order the better to ascertain its defici- 
encies, the work of preparing a catalogue of species has been com- 
menced. Rough lists have been prepared of the first twenty-three 
volumes, serving as indices to each volume temporarily; and it is 
hoped that the whole one hundred and twenty-seven volumes will 
be thus far finished by the next year. 

Thomas Meehan, for the Committee. 



RECORDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Recording Secretary respectfully reports that, during the 
year ending November 30th, 1872, there have been elected thirty- 
nine members and four correspondents. 

The announcement has been made of the death of the following 
members and correspondents: — 

Fourteen members, namely: Wm. W. Gerhard, M.D., Dr. Wm. 
Stimpson, John Farnum, Maj. Sydney S. Lyon, John G. Moore, T. 



